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Transition Guidelines 

For the Holston  

Annual Conference 
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This document was created by the Office of Clergy Services of the Holston Annual Conference. Other United 

Methodist Annual Conferences have permission to use and adapt the material contained in the document for 

their annual conference. 

September 2019 

Any questions or comments should be directed to  

Rev. Terry Goodman 

Director of Services 

POB 850 

Alcoa, TN 37701 

Email: terrygoodman@holston.org 
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I am happy to learn that you are seeking to serve a church in The 

Holston Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, even 

though you are ordained in another denomination. Our Book of 

Discipline makes this possible, but there are certain requirements 

associated with that service. This document will seek to walk you 

through the process so that you can make a smooth transition 

into ministry in Holston. If you ever have any questions, then 

please feel free to get in touch with me. I would be more than 

glad to assist you in this process. 

A Fellow Servant of Christ, 

 

Rev. Terry Goodman 

Directory of Clergy Services 

The Holston Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 
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Yes. You can.  

There are two methods by which a person from another 

denomination may engage in ministry within the Holston Annual 

Conference.  

They may seek to have their credentials and education from another 

denomination recognized and transfer their membership to Holston 

Annual Conference. (¶347.2) This would involve the person 

renouncing the credentials that he or she might have in the other 

denomination and entering into Provisional Membership in Holston.  

The other alternative would be for the person to seek to engage in 

ministry within Holston Annual Conference while maintaining his/

her membership in their current denomination. (¶346.2)  

These are two very different avenues into ministry within Holston 

Annual Conference. In nearly all of my conversations to date with 

District Superintendents, it is the latter method that is typically being 

pursued.  

As a minister in another 

denomination, can I serve as pastor of 

a United Methodist Church? 
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Some FAQ’s to Help You Better Understand 

What if my denomination licensed instead or ordained me? 

  If you were licensed in another denomination then you would not have the necessary credentials to serve in 

an OF assignment. If you were ordained, you could serve, as long as the ordaining denomination is one that is 

approved by GBHEM. 

 

What rights do I have as a Other Fellowship (OF) pastor? 

   First of all, as an OF, you are maintaining your “relationship” with the denomination that ordained you. If 

you were a Baptist you are still a Baptist. This means that you will have limited “rights” within the Holston 

Annual Conference. As an OF, you are not technically a part of the annual conference. There are procedures, 

though, that would allow you to become a member of the annual conference. This means: 

 You are not guaranteed an appointment. To have a guaranteed appointment, you would need 

to be a Provisional member, Associate member or member in Full Connection (Elder). 

 You are not considered itinerant. This means that you are not required to move from one 

charge to another charge as a Provisional member, Associate member, or Full Connection Elder 

might be required to do. However, if you are unwilling to move to a location where the annual 

conference feels that your gifts and graces can best be utilized, then you might not be re-assigned. 

 You do not have the right to vote on matters that are brought before the floor of the annual 

conference. You will have the right to voice, since you do represent the charge to which you are 

assigned, but you may not vote. 

 You do have the ability to participate in our conference insurance program. 

 You do not have the ability to participate in our pension program. 

 

Do I have to take classes before I can become an Other Fellowship (OF) pastor? 

You would be required to complete an online class and read materials to help acclimate you to the Holston 

UMC way of doing things. This class would be done during your first year of assignment within Holston. In 

addition, for the first five years, you would be part of a cohort of Other Fellowship (OF) pastors and would be 

paired with an OF minister with five or more years of service within Holston Annual Conference. If you serve 

more than five years, it would be expected that you would be willing to serve as a mentor to someone with 

less than five years experience. 

   In subsequent years, Holston Annual Conference would expect you to adhere to the Continuing Education 

Guidelines that we impose on all ministers currently serving in the annual conference. The only persons 

exempt from Continuing Education are persons attending Course of Study and those making satisfactory 

progress in an undergraduate or graduate degree. 
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How Do I Begin the Process? 
   More than likely, by the time that you are reading this document you have already begun the process. The 

process usually begins in one of two ways. First of all, you  enter into a conversation with a United Methodist 

minister and he or she puts you in touch with a District Superintendent. We refer to this process as self 

initiated. Alternatively, your name might be mentioned to a District Superintendent (DS) as a person that is 

open to serving in the United Methodist system and the District Superintendent then reaches out to you and 

inquires as to you desire to serve. We refer to this as DS initiated. 

   It doesn’t really matter whether the initial contact was self initiated or DS initiated, at this point you are in 

conversation and you are trying to discern whether you could fit in and the DS is trying to discern whether or 

not you could serve within the United Methodist system. 

   One of the first things you are going to need to do is complete an application. Once that is completed, you 

would need to submit it and the following documents to the District Superintendent. 

 A copy of your ordination certificate from the denomination in which you are ordained. Please note, that 

it needs to be an ordination certificate and not simply a license to preach. We consider an ordination 

certificate as being a valid credential, whereas a license to preach is not a valid credential. 

 A certified transcript of any undergraduate and graduate work that you might have done. These items 

should be sent to the Board of Ordained Ministry Registrar of the Annual Conference. 

  At this point, the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM) Registrar will submit your ordination certificate and, 

any transcripts, to the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) for evaluation. One of the 

criteria will be whether or not you were ordained from what GBHEM considers a legitimate denomination. If 

so, then you will qualify to serve as an Other Fellowship (OF) pastor within The Holston Annual Conference. If 

GBHEM does not certify your ordination credentials, then you will not be allowed to serve in an Other 

Fellowship (OF) capacity. 

  At the same time GBHEM is certifying your ordination credentials, it will also let the Holston BOM Registrar 

know if you have the academic credentials that would allow us to enter you into Provisional relationship with 

our annual conference. If you have the appropriate degree, this would be one of your options. If you do not 

have the academic credentials, then you would still be able to serve in Holston as an Other Fellowship (OF) 

pastor. However, you could not become a United Methodist Elder until meeting our academic requirements. 
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What Happens Once I am Approved? 
   If your ordination credentials are accepted, then there are some other requirements that you must 

satisfy in order to be an Other Fellowship (OF) pastor within Holston Annual Conference. 

  According to ¶346.2 Elders or Ordained Clergy From Other Denominations, you will need to supply the 

following: 

1. A statement of your Christian faith and experience. 

2. Submit to and release psychological records from one of our conference Ministry Assessment 
Specialists (MAS). 

3. Pass a criminal background check through our conference Safe Gatherings process. 

4. Submit to a credit check through our Safe Gatherings process. 

5. Submit a statement, on a conference approved form, detailing or denying reports of sexual 
misconduct or child abuse. This statement shall be notarized and shall detail any convictions for 
felony or misdemeanor or written accusations of sexual misconduct or child abuse. Likewise it 
shall deny any such convictions, should they not exist. 

6. Give evidence of your agreement with and your willingness to support and maintain United 
Methodist doctrine, discipline and polity. 

  In addition, for appointment, the Holston Annual Conference requires that you supply the following 

items: 

1. Request an interview with the Holston Annual Conference Transfer Committee. 

2. A letter of referral from an official in the judicatory/denomination in which you have your 
credentials. 

3. Copies of ID including proof of citizenship. 

4. A recommendation from the BOM and approval at the clergy session of annual conference. 
(Between sessions of the annual conference, the bishop and appointive cabinet can give 
approval of the BOM recommendation.) 

5. A satisfactory certificate of good health is required. 

 

   Once these documents have been 

submitted, you would then need to meet 

with the District Committee on Ordained 

Ministry (DCOM) (within 6 months) in the 

district in which you are projected to 

serve. At this meeting, the DCOM will 

conduct an interview and make a motion 

for you to be accepted for service in the 

annual conference. 

    

Once the DCOM gives its 

approval, the District 

Superintendent is free to 

assign you to a local United 

Methodist church/charge 

within his or her district. 

   You will then meet 

annually with the DCOM for 

another interview and 

further recertification as 

being qualified to serve. 
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  While it is possible to later transition from your 

current denomination to becoming a United 

Methodist minister, the process is not a simple one. 

   The most straightforward route would be for you 

to have achieved an acceptable Master of Divinity 

Degree from a United Methodist Senate approved 

seminary and ask to enter into a Provisional 

relationship with the annual conference. This would 

begin you on at least a three year journey that 

could culminate in ordination as an Elder in the 

United Methodist Church. More than likely, 

however, you will not possess the requisite degree 

that will allow this to happen. 

    If you do not possess the requisite degree, then 

you might be able to serve as an OF until you 

achieve the appropriate academic credentials. At 

that point you could then seek a Provisional 

relationship. However, as you seek that degree, you 

would not be able to receive Ministerial Education 

Funds from the annual conference. 

   The most difficult way to enter into the process 

would be for you to decide to become a Local 

Pastor in the United Methodist Church. Herein, lies 

the problem. There is a process you must go 

through to become a Local Pastor. The process 

starts with Candidacy. Candidacy has a prerequisite 

that you be a member of a United Methodist 

Church for one year prior to candidacy. If you join a 

United Methodist Church, you automatically 

invalidate the credentials that you have from your 

non-Methodist denomination. It is these credentials 

that allow you to serve in the Other Fellowship (OF) 

relationship. When you join the United Methodist 

Church, you become a United Methodist lay 

person. 

What is the Process of becoming a United Methodist Minister, 
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   The Bishop and the appointive cabinet have said that in most circumstances, should you decide to seek to 

become a local pastor, that the transition would be similar to the following: 

1.) You are currently serving as an Other Fellowship (OF) relying on the credentials of your denomination. 

2.) You join a United Methodist Church. This invalidates your credentials and makes you a lay person. There is 

a timing issue involved with this step. It would need to happen in late December, so that you would qualify to 

attend Candidacy Summit in January of not the next year, but of the next year following. Please DO NOT join 

a church until you have thoroughly discussed this transition with your District Superintendent and/or the 

Director of Clergy Services. 

3.) The cabinet could (does not have to do so) assign you as a Supply Pastor to the church you were formerly 

serving as an Other Fellowship (OF) pastor. You should be able to maintain the same salary level. You would 

not be able to remain on the clergy insurance plan. You would have to switch to the lay employee insurance 

plan. Should your church have other lay employees, this would mean it would also have to offer the plan to 

them as well. 

4.) You would remain a member of a local United Methodist Church for a year and then begin the Candidacy 

Process. In January and complete the candidacy process, become certified, and complete Local Pastor 

Licensing School. At this point you can become a licensed Local Pastor.  

   There are a lot of issues involved with this latter process and it should only be undertaken after thorough 

conversation with your District Superintendent. 

 should I desire to do so at a later date? 

 

  

I am “..a man of just one book.” 

—John Wesley 
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  Should you have the necessary academic credentials, 

then it is possible for you to enter into a process that will 

end with you becoming an elder in the Holston Annual 

Conference. (Book of Discipline ¶347.3) That process will 

include: 

1. Submission of a copy of your credentials—

Ordination only 

2. Submission of certified copies of college 

transcripts. Must have a Master’s of Divinity 

from a United Methodist Senate approved 

seminary. 

3. You must have served a minimum of two 

years as an Other Fellowship (OF) in a 

church/charge within the Holston Annual 

Conference. 

4. A statement of your Christian faith and 

experience. 

5. Submit to and release psychological records 

from one of our conference Ministry 

Assessment Specialists (MAS). 

6. Pass a criminal background check through 

our conference Safe Gatherings process. 

7. Submit to a credit check through our Safe 

Gatherings process. 

8. Submit a statement, on a conference 

approved form, detailing or denying reports 

of sexual misconduct or child abuse. This 

statement shall be notarized and shall detail 

any convictions for felony or misdemeanor or 

written accusations of sexual misconduct or 

child abuse. Likewise it shall deny any such 

convictions, should they not exist. 

9. Give evidence of your agreement with and 

your willingness to support and maintain 

United Methodist doctrine, discipline and 

polity. 

   

 

 

What is the process,  

if I have the correct 

credentials, to transfer 

into the Holston 

Annual Conference? 
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In addition, for appointment, the Holston Annual Conference requires that you supply the following items: 

1. Request an interview with the Holston Annual Conference Transfer Committee. 

2. A letter of referral from an official in the judicatory/denomination in which you have your 

credentials. 

3. Copies of ID including proof of citizenship. 

4. A recommendation from the BOM and approval at the clergy session of annual conference. 

(Between sessions of the annual conference, the bishop and appointive cabinet can give approval 

of the BOM recommendation.) 

Once all the proper paperwork has been submitted, you would then apply for Provisional membership in the 

annual conference. This is a 3 to 8 year process (most successfully complete it in 3 years, but there is an 8 

year maximum). At the end of 3 years, you are eligible to apply for Full Connection and to then be ordained 

as an Elder in the United Methodist Church. 

  

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON THIS 

PROCESS 

Contact: 

Rev. Terry Goodman 

Director of Clergy Services 

(865) 690-4080 

terrygoodman@holston.org 
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LIFT HIGH THE CROSS 
“Lift high the cross, 

The love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world 

Adore his sacred name.” 

 

Chorus from “Lift High the Cross” 

text revisions: Newbolt, Michael Robert (1874-1956) © Hope Publishing Company  

 




